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Congress Appropriates Approximately $87 Million in NOAA for IOOS 
 

Congress filed on Tuesday November 8 the Conference Committee report for the FY ’06 Commerce, Justice, 
and Science Appropriations bill.  The final amount for IOOS was roughly $87 million.  The funding was 
allocated across the NOAA National Ocean Service, Oceanic and Atmospheric Research, National Weather 
Service, and NOAA-Wide Program Support.  A breakdown of the allocation is presented on page 2. 
 
The conference report did not specifically reference the Ocean Commission Initiative called for by the Senate 
in its bill passed earlier this year.  However, the Conference Committee appropriated funds under the IOOS 
program heading in the budget tables, with a few exceptions.  The only language in the Conference report 
related to ocean observing echoes language from the Senate bill encouraging regional ocean observing 
systems to continue to work together on IOOS versus pursuing individual earmark funding.  The language 
from the conference report on IOOS is as follows: 
 

“The conferees are encouraged by recent efforts by regional ocean observing programs to establish a 
federation and seek competitive funding. The conferees expect that the creation of such a program will 
expedite the integration of these regional systems into a system of systems, which is fundamental to the 
broader concept of the Integrated Ocean Observing System.” 
 
 
$87 million Represents Slight Reduction in IOOS Funding Compared to FY ‘05 
 

The definition from a budget standpoint of what gets included under IOOS continues to change, which makes 
it difficult to compare year to year funding levels.  For example, the definition of IOOS in FY ’05 did not 
include ARGO or the TAU and PIRATA arrays.  There were even small variations on the definition of IOOS 
between the FY ’06 Senate bill and the final FY ’06 conference report.  The table on page 2 attempts to 
compare the final IOOS appropriation numbers from FY ’05 to the final numbers for FY ’06, accounting for 
these variations.  The build up indicates that FY ’06 funding for IOOS is about $3 million below FY ’05, 
mostly due to reductions in the National Ocean Service budget lines that support regional ocean observing 
systems. 
 
Significant cuts include the elimination of the Coastal Observation Technology System and severe 
reductions from historic funding levels for a couple regional observing systems, including GoMOOS, and 
the UNC Wilmington CORM program. 
 
On the other hand, the Conference Committee budget for IOOS does not include funding provided 
elsewhere in the NOAA budget for other ocean observing related initiatives that are considered by some 
in the ocean observing community to fit under IOOS, including CI-CORE at $2.5 million for FY ’06, 
the Cook Inlet Coastal Monitoring and Habitat program funded at $1 million, and PORTS at $1.5 
million. 
 
NOAA, Ocean.US and others are working to develop a common budget description for IOOS which will 
help clarify communication on budget goals for IOOS.  Hopefully a common budget definition of IOOS 
will be ready by the start of the FY ’07 appropriations cycle in early CY 2006. 
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FY ’06 CJS Appropriation Conference results for NOAA funding of IOOS 
(in thousands of dollars) 

 

 
FY Õ05 
Conf. 

FY Ô06 
Senate 

FY ‘06 
Conf 

NOAA NATIONAL OCEAN SERVICE    
Ocean Resources Conservation and Assessment:    
NOAA ICOOS 7,500 15,000 7,500 
Coastal Observation Technology System 2,177 2,177 0 
Coastal Ocean Research & Monitoring Program 2,473 2,473 0 
NOAA/UNH Joint Ocean Observing Technology Center 4,000 4,000 2,000 
Alaska Ocean Observing System 2,000 2,000 1,700 
Gulf of Maine Observing System (USM) 1,900 2,000 500 
Long Island Sound Observing System 1,000 1,000 1,000 
Central Gulf of Mexico Observing System 2,000 2,000 2,000 
So Cal Coastal Ocean Observing System (Scripps) 1,500 1,500 1,500 
Alliance for Coastal Technologies 2,500 3,000 3,000 
Center for Coastal Ocean Observation and Analysis 2,500 2,500 2,500 
UNCW Coastal Ocean Research and Monitoring 2,473 2,473 500 
Wallops Ocean Observation Project 2,000 2,000 2,000 
Coastal Ocean Monitoring Network for West Florida  750 750 0 
Oregon Ocean Observing 0 2,000 500 
Center for Integrated Marine Technology 0 0 2,050 
CARO-COOPs 2,500 0 2,050 
SURA Coastal Ocean Observing System  0 2,500 2,500 

Subtotal, Integrated Ocean Observing System 37,273 47,400 31,300 
    
NOAA OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC RESEARCH    
ARGO  10,200 10,300 10,300 

Subtotal, Integrated Ocean Observing System 10,200 10,300 10,300 
    
NOAA NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE    
Observations, Forecasts, and Communications:    
National Data Buoy Center 23,240 23,240 23,240 
TAU & PIRATA Arrays  3,000 3,000 3,000 
Re-engineering & Design of Tsunami Detection Buoys 0 1,000 1,000 
Next Generation Buoy Research ?? 500 500 
Sea Level Monitoring & Tide Gage Network ?? 240 240 

Subtotal, Integrated Ocean Observing System 26,240 27,980 27,980 
    
NOAA PROCUREMENT, ACQUISITION AND CONSTRUCTION  

Program Support:    
NOAA ICOOS Observing Systems (NOS) 9,000 15,000 9,000 
Convert NOAA Weather Buoys with NDBC (NOS) 8,000 4,000 4,000 
Coastal Global Ocean Observing System (NWS)  0 1,497 1,497 
Strengthen U.S. Tsunami Warning Network 0 3,480 3,480 

Subtotal, Integrated Ocean Observing System 17,000 23,977 17,977 
    

Total NOAA IOOS 90.713 109,657 87.557 
 


